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Rules

ÅPoint Source Discharges to Surface Waters

Å15A NCAC 02H .0100

ÅWaste Not Discharged to Surface Waters

Å15A NCAC 02T .0100

ÅSurface Water Monitoring & Reporting

Å15A NCAC 02H .0500

ÅLaboratory Certification

Å15A NCAC 02H .0800

ÅPretreatment Programs

Å15A NCAC 02H .0900

ÅWW Operators

Å15A NCAC 08G

Department of Environmental Quality



Program Organizationé

ÅEPA

ÅNC DEQ

ÅNC DWR

ÅCentral Office

ÅRegional Offices

ÅPermittee

Operator



NPDES

ÅNational Pollutant Discharge Elimination System

ÅResult of the 1972 Clean Water Act

ÅMajor goal - reduce or eliminate pollutants



ÅFederal Water Pollution Act of 1972

ÅPL 92-500 (Clean Water Act) gives EPA authority to:

Åregulate discharges

Ådefine control technologies

Åestablish effluent limitations

Åobtain information

Å reporting & inspections

Åtake enforcement actions



ÅThe Clean Water Act authorizes 
inspections & monitoring to determine 
compliance

ÅTwo types of monitoring:

ÅSelf-monitoring- facility monitors itself & 
reports via DMRs

ÅCompliance monitoring- regulatory 
agency reviews self monitoring & 
inspects facilities



ÅThe Act provides for transfer of the NPDES program to the States

ÅNC Agency responsible for NPDES program

ÅDivision of Water Resources (DWR)

ÅDepartment of Environmental Quality (DEQ)

ÅAuthority delegated in 1975

ÅEPA retains oversight (Region IV)



ÅThree main categories of pollutants

ÅOxygen-consuming & conventional

ÅToxicants & non-conventional

ÅNutrients & parameters related to eutrophication



ÅOxygen-consuming

ÅBOD5

ÅNH3

ÅTSS

ÅConventional

ÅFecal coliform

ÅTemperature

ÅpH

ÅOil & Grease



ÅToxicants & ñNon-conventionalò 

ÅMetals

ÅCadmium

ÅChromium

ÅCopper

ÅNickel

ÅLead

ÅZinc

ÅCyanide

ÅMercury

ÅArsenic

ÅSilver

ÅSelenium

ÅVolatile & semi-volatile organics



ÅNutrients related to eutrophication

ÅPhosphorus

ÅNitrogen

ÅEutrophication

Åenrichment of water by nutrients causing an accelerated growth of algae & higher forms of 
plant life to produce an undesirable disturbance to the balance of organisms present in the 
water



ÅThe five basic NPDES monitoring 
parameters 
ÅFlow

ÅBOD

ÅTSS

ÅpH

ÅFecal Coliform



ÅPermits establish:
Åeffluent limits

Årequirements for O&M, monitoring, reporting & record keeping

Åpenalties for violations



ÅPermittees include:

ÅMunicipal, state or other public entity

Åprincipal executive officer, ranking elected official, or authorized employee

ÅCorporations

Åprincipal executive officer or an authorized representative

ÅPartnership

ÅSole proprietorship

ÅThe permittee is responsible for understanding & meeting all permit requirements



Enforcement Actions

ÅMost common enforcement actions are for:

ÅViolations of permit limits, conditions & 

monitoring requirements

ÅNot having permit or late renewal

ÅViolations of stream standards

ÅIntentional or flagrant permit violations

ÅConstruction without permit



ÅOther reasons for enforcement

ÅFish Kills

ÅLate/non submittal of DMRôs

ÅImproperly certified laboratory

ÅDischarge of oil or hazardous substances

ÅViolation of permit conditions other than limits & monitoring frequency

ÅFailure to designate appropriate certified operators



ÅActions consist of a ñNotice of Violationò to the permittee

ÅThe NOV may include a civil/criminal penalty
Å$$$ fine

Ådepends on nature/severity of the violation



ÅPurpose of an NOV:
ÅInform permittee that violation has been observed

ÅCause violation to cease

ÅNOVôs usually issued for:
Ålimit violations

Åresults of compliance inspections

Åfailure to monitor at required frequency



ÅViolations of monthly avg permit limit by >20% of the limit
Åmay result in civil penalty

ÅPenalties may be assessed against permittee
ÅUp to $25,000 per day of violation

ÅEnforcement may be taken by the NC DWR and/or EPA



Point Source Discharges to the Surface Waters (02H .0100)

ÅWhat are surface waters?
Any stream, river, brook, 
swamp, lake, sound, tidal 
estuary, bay, creek, 
reservoir, waterway, or other 
body or accumulation of 
water, whether surface or 
underground, public or 
private, natural or artificial, 
that is contained in, flows 
through, or borders upon 
any portion of this State, 
including any portion of the 
Atlantic Ocean over which 
this State has jurisdiction



ÅNPDES permitted systems 
discharging to waters of the state

ÅApplications for permit renewals 
must be filed at least 180 days 
prior to the expiration of the 
permit

Å$$$ fees required


